[Non-Mediterranean lymphoma producing heavy alpha chains].
At the present, immunoproliferative small intestinal disease (IPSID) is considered a fairly homogeneous entity. Isolated heavy chain production is so closely related with IPSID that has been considered as a natural biologic marker for it. By contrast, we report here the case of a 63-year-old female that developed a multinodular small bowel lymphoma without clinical malabsorption symptoms. The main tumour mass was located in proximal jejunum and the neighbour intestinal mucosa did not show neoplastic cell infiltrates. Immunohistochemical methods demonstrated restrictive presence of IgA1 subclass in the neoplastic cells without presence of light chains. Cases as present are extremely infrequent and their potential relationship with IPSID has not been completely outlined, being useful in trying to understand the spectrum of gut lymphomas.